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Intestacy – who inherits if 

someone dies without a Will 
Do you know how the intestacy rules could affect you and your family? 
If you die without a Will, your assets will be divided in accordance with the laws of 

intestacy. The diagram below shows how your estate would be distributed in this 

instance. 

 
 

 

Is there a living husband, wife or civil 
partner? 

Yes No 

Yes 

No 

Are there any children? 

Are there any living parents? 

Is the estate likely 
to be worth more 
than £322,000? 

Spouse/ civil partner 
gets everything 

Are there any 
children? 

Everything goes to 
spouse/ civil 
partner 

Yes 
Spouse or civil partner 
gets personal chattels, 
£322,000 and half of the 
remaining estate. 
Children get the other 
half of the remaining 
estate.  
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equally between them  
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Contact Hart Reade 

If you have been intending to prepare a Will, have one that needs 

updating, or are simply looking for some qualified advice, please contact us 

to arrange an appointment. 

Call us on 01323 727321, visit our website www.hartreade.co.uk or email 

us on info@hartreade.co.uk. 

Eastbourne 

Address: 

104 South Street, 

Eastbourne, 

East Sussex, 

BN21 4LW 

 
Telephone: 
01323 727321 

Hailsham 

Address: 

Old Manor House, 

Market Street, 

Hailsham, 

East Sussex, BN27 

2AE 

Telephone: 
01323 841481 

Polegate 

Address: 

55 High Street, 

Polegate, 

East Sussex, BN26 

6AL 

 
Telephone: 
01323 487051 

 

 
 

 

 

This information sheet is intended to be a summary only and should not be treated as a comprehensive guide and should not be acted on 

without qualified legal advice. If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact Hart Reade and we will be happy to 

assist. 

 
Hart Reade Solicitors is the trading name of Hart Reade LLP (a Limited Liability Partnership) registered in England and Wales, number 
OC435917. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, number 817652. 

Registered office: 104 South Street Eastbourne BN21 4LW, where a list of Members names is available for inspection. We use the term 
‘Partner’ to refer to a Member of the LLP (and this does not imply any legal obligation beyond that of a Member of the LLP) or a partner 
non-Member employee / consultant. 
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